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B~2 1. Eduardo Salazar Gomez, newly desimmated Eouadoran Minister of Government who is
at present in Cuba, wrote to a friend, Francisco Illescas Barreiro, that he
plans to retrm to Zcuador within a short time and will then rosign hie position.
o etael that he will first ask the President for the reasignations of the
I'inister of Public Jorks, Alberto Acosta Saberon; the I'inister of Finance,
Carlos l'mrtinoz Quirola; %he Minister of Foreign Relatlons, Neftali Ponce; and
the I'inister of Defense, Yanuel Diaz Granados. He does not expeoct the President
to ascede to this request, and he will then be able to of”er his own resig-
natlon. He will base his request for these resignations upon his oninion that
Acosts Saberon is an Indecisive character; that l'artines Quirola is vworking
for @ad protecting the intereats of the discredited Ramon Gonzalez Artigasg
that. Ponce has little prestige in W:shington and is regponsible for the employ-
mert of leftists; and that Dias Oranados, although active in ocarrying out his
dutles, is not really loyal to Plaza and wonld not supnort the adminiatration
“n g real crisis.

2. In the same letter Salazar olaimed that thers was g conplete lack of eollabora-
tion on the part of the orpanized political marties and that there was a
conaiderable amount of social ferment which co1ld easily result in a series
of strikes throughout the country. He stated that the Foreign Ministry was
"the propaganda center of the Ecuadoran Commmista® an? objected to the influence
exercised therein by leftists.

3. In orivate conversationa in Quito it 1s being stated reservedly that Salazer
will resign from the Cabinet without roturning to Couador. In such an event,
the Prosident will appoint the present Minister of Natisnal Nefense to the
post of Minister of Goverrment and reappoint Manuel havarro to his former post
as Minister of Mational Defensas. )

C-3 4. It is said in Goayaquil that Salazar has been unavoidably detained in Cuba
tecnuse his former company in Havama is wniergoing a financial reorpginization,
and he is obliped to rewain in orde interview personally many of the major
stockholders. who recently had a long, privats conver—
sation with Salazar in Cuba stated that Salazar said he would return to Ecuador
and woild instigate refornm neagures. If his rroposals were not sceepted, he
wo1ld then resigm. 25X1X6

5. With regard to the mmerous press stories that Salazar intended to resign from
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hig Cabinet position, a fairly reliable source in Guayaquil stated that _
this report came directly from Miguel Albornos, Secretary General of Publis
Administration. This information was acceopted as bona f£i7e In view of the fet

that the President has in the past used Albormoz to release unrofficial infor-
mation to the press.
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